
Classes/Skills 

Economists require a combination of foundational classes and skills to navigate the complexities 

of economic analysis, policy-making, and research. Here are some main classes and skills that 

are crucial for economists: 

 

Core Classes: 

1. Microeconomics: 

• Understanding individual economic agents, market structures, and the principles 

of supply and demand. 

2. Macroeconomics: 

• Examining the aggregate economy, including concepts like GDP, inflation, 

unemployment, and fiscal/monetary policies. 

3. Statistics: 

• Developing proficiency in statistical methods for analyzing and interpreting 

economic data. 

4. Econometrics: 

• Applying statistical techniques to test economic theories and model relationships  

 

Specialized Classes: 

5. International Economics: 

• Exploring global economic issues, international trade, and finance. 

6. Financial Economics: 

• Analyzing labor markets, employment trends, and human capital development. 

7. Public Finance/Public Policy: 

• Understanding government expenditures, taxation, and fiscal policies. 

8. Environmental Economics: 

• Addressing economic issues related to environmental sustainability and resource 

allocation. 

9. Development Economics/Economic Development: 

• Examining economic development, poverty, and inequality on a global scale. 

 

Skills: 

1. Analytical Skills: 

• The ability to analyze complex economic issues and interpret data critically. 

2. Quantitative Skills: 

• Proficiency in using mathematical and statistical tools for economic modeling and 

analysis. 

3. Research Skills: 



• Conducting thorough and effective research to contribute to economic 

knowledge. 

 

4. Communication Skills: 

• Clearly and concisely conveying economic findings and policy recommendations 

through both written and oral communication. 

5. Problem-Solving: 

• Applying economic theories and frameworks to solve real-world problems. 

6. Critical Thinking: 

• Evaluating economic theories and policies with a critical and discerning mindset. 

7. Policy Analysis: 

• Assessing the impact of economic policies on individuals, businesses, and 

society. 

8. Programming Skills: 

• Familiarity with programming languages (e.g., Python, R) for data analysis and 

modeling. 

9. Ethical Judgment: 

• Understanding the ethical implications of economic decisions and policies. 

The combination of these classes and skills equips economists with a robust toolkit to contribute 

meaningfully to economic research, policy formulation, and analysis in a variety of professional 

settings. As the field of economics evolves, staying updated on emerging trends and 

technologies is also essential for continued success. 

 


