Constitution of Chatham Student Government (CSG)

Adopted: February 4, 2010
Article I: NAME
The name of the organization shall be Chatham Student Government, which will herein be referred to as CSG.

Article II:  PURPOSE
Section 1: The purpose of the organization shall be to provide an orderly method of government that is representative of all undergraduate students and to advocate for the concerns, interests, needs, and welfare of the undergraduate student body at Chatham University. Activities and programs sponsored by this organization will keep with the organization’s stated objectives. 

Section 2: All members of Student Government shall operate collectively to perform the following functions: 

A.      
To represent the concerns, interests, and needs of the undergraduate student body 
to the University administration, faculty, and other members of the University 
community. 

B.      
To stimulate and facilitate communication and interaction between the 


undergraduate student body and the larger University community.

C.      
To initiate, develop, and maintain programs and services that meet the academic 


and social needs and interests of the undergraduate student body.

D.      
To act on the will of the majority of undergraduate students while protecting the 


interest of the minority and to stand for all undergraduate students of 


Chatham University.

Article III: MEMBERSHIP AND ELIBILITY
Section 1: All undergraduate students enrolled at the University, as so defined by the Office of Student Affairs, shall be eligible to participate in the Student Government. Membership and activities are open to all undergraduate students and CSG categorically does not deny membership and activities to an individual based on her race, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or marital status.

Section 2: All members of the student body in good academic and disciplinary standing, as so recorded by the Office of Student Affairs, shall be eligible to campaign and hold elective office within the Student Government.  All students must maintain good academic and judicial standing while in office. 

Section 3: A student must be registered as a full-time student, as so defined by the Office of Student Affairs, in order to file for and campaign for elective office within the Student Senate. A student in her final semester of a baccalaureate program may hold office while enrolled less than full-time provided that she is taking the courses necessary for graduation.

Section 4: The term of office will be one full year beginning at 12:00 A.M. and concluding at 11:59 P.M. (May 1 to April 30). Following elections through the new term of office shall be defined as a period of executive office transition.

ARTICLE IV: THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
Section 1: Power of the Executive Board shall be vested in the Executive President, the Executive Vice President, the Vice President of Communication, Vice President of Finance, and four Class Presidents.

Section 2: The Executive President, Executive Vice President, Vice President of Communication, and Vice President of Finance shall be elected by members of the undergraduate student body. The Class Presidents shall be elected by members of their respective class within the undergraduate student body.

Section 3: All Executive Board officers must maintain at least a 2.8 GPA, good judicial standing, spend four (4) hours per week in the Student Senate offices, and attend all meetings necessary of the position. Failure to comply will result in reprimands per discretion of the Executive Board and Advisor, and potential impeachment.
Section 4: Duties of the Executive Board are:

A.
to serve as a liaison between the student body and the Chatham University 
administration, faculty and staff;
B.
to bring forth legislation to the Student Senate and advise the Student Senate on 
legislation;  
C.
to act upon and enforce provisions voted by the Student Senate;  
D.
to represent the student body in campus and community affairs;
E.
to call elections;
F.
to set procedural duties not specifically enumerated.
Section 5: Duties of the Executive President are:

A.
to be the primary representative of the undergraduate students to the 


administration of Chatham University; 
B.
to call and facilitate Executive Board, Student Senate, and all emergency 


meetings as deemed necessary; 
C.
to approve or veto Student Senate legislation. The Executive President is a 


non-voting member of Student Senate;
D.
to faithfully execute all acts of the Student Senate;
E.
to enforce Student Senate legislation, Constitution and Bylaws;
F.
to appoint senators to the Student Senate, to faculty, administration, 


students, and CSG committees when requested and as needed.
Section 6: Duties of the Executive Vice President are:

A.
to fulfill the duties of the Executive President when she is unable;
B.
to succeed to the Presidency in the event that the President is unavailable to fulfill the duties of the office;
C. 
to chair the Student Organization Forum;
D.
to have one vote in Student Senate only in the case of a tie vote.
Section 7: Duties of the Vice President of Finance are:
A.
to manage the finances of the Student Government according to University rules 
and regulations;
B.
to assist the President in developing and maintaining the annual budget and fiscal 
reports;
C.
to act as a liaison between the Office of Student Affairs and CSG regarding 
budgetary matters;
D.
to chair the Undergraduate Budget Committee; 

E.
to have one vote in Student Senate.
Section 8: Duties of the Vice President of Communication are:

A.
to create and maintain a record of the activities of the Student Senate;
B.
to maintain attendance records of the Student Senate and Executive Board;
C.
to facilitate correspondence between student government parties and the campus 
community;
D.
to have one vote in Student Senate.
Section 9: Duties of the Class President(s) are:
A.
to chair an ad-hoc committee of their choice; 

B.
to maintain communication within the class;
C.
to have one vote in Student Senate.   

Section 10: In the event that any member of the Executive Board is unable to fulfill her duties or a vacancy arises, and appointment shall be recommended by the Executive President to the Student Senate and approved by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote.

Section 11: All members of the Executive Board shall be eligible to receive financial compensation in cooperation and as determined by Office of Student Affairs during the period for which she shall be serving as an executive officer. The amount of financial compensation shall be neither increased nor decreased until the start of a new election term.

ARTICLE V: STUDENT SENATE
Section 1: Membership of the Student Senate shall be comprised of twenty Student Senators.

Section 2: Each Class shall be allotted five Student Senators elected by the members of her respective class within the undergraduate student body. These Student Senators are the Class Officers of their respective classes and hold the titles of Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer, and three Class Representatives. 
Section 3: Duties of the Student Senators are:
A. 
to attend all Student Senate meetings, having no more than one unexcused 
absence each semester; 
B.
to serve on at least one committee of CSG and attend all committee meetings, 
having no more than one unexcused absence each semester; 

C.
to bring forth legislation; 
D.
to elect a Parliamentarian from among the Student Senators by a two-thirds (2/3) 
vote of the Student Senate to ensure that the Student Senate follows Robert’s 
Rules of Order when in session;
E. 
to have one vote in Student Senate. 

Article VI: COMMITTEES

Section 1: Ad-hoc Committees

Ad-hoc committees are those formed to discuss and resolve current needs and issues of the student body, and must be approved at the Senate Meeting by a simple majority of quorum. They shall be chaired by a Class President and meet accordingly.

Section 2: Undergraduate Budget Committee

The Student Government shall instill fiscal responsibility to the Undergraduate Budget Committee. The Undergraduate Budget Committee shall be chaired by the Vice President of Finance and be governed by the Undergraduate Budget Committee Methods of Order. Amendments to the Methods of Order shall be presented to the Student Senate and voted on by a simple majority of quorum. 
Section 3: Student Organization Forum

The Student Government instills the responsibility to voice student organization ideas and concerns and facilitate programming needs to the Student Organization Forum. The Student Organization Forum shall be chaired by the Executive Vice President and shall be governed by the Student Organization Forum Methods of Order. Amendments to the Student Organization Forum Methods of Order shall be presented to the Student Senate and voted on by a simple majority of quorum.
Section 4: Election Committee
The Election Committee appointed by the Student Senate shall govern every annual CSG election, and all CSG student referendums, recall elections, special elections and constitutional changes requiring a vote of the student body. The Election Committee will work in conjunction with and under the advisement of the Office of Student Affairs in all matters of operation. All elections shall be governed by the Election Code. Amendments to the Election Code shall be presented to the Student Senate and voted on by a simple majority of quorum.
Section 5: Diversity Committee

The Diversity Committee shall address issues of diversity within CSG and throughout the Chatham community. The Diversity Committee shall be chaired by a class president. The Diversity Committee shall be governed by the Diversity Committee Methods of Order. Amendments to the Diversity Committee Methods of Order shall be presented to the Student Senate and voted on by a simple majority of quorum.

ARTICLE VII: MEETINGS
Section 1: Executive Board
A.
The Executive Board shall meet at least seven times each semester during the fall 
and spring semesters. Emergency meetings can be called at the discretion of the 
Executive President if quorum can be reached.

B. 
Executive Board Meetings shall address campus and community concerns and 
plan for Student Senate meetings. 

C.
No formal action can be taken at an Executive Meeting without quorum, which 
shall be defined as three-fourths (¾) of the Executive Officers. 

D.
An Executive Board planning and organizational retreat shall take place with the 


CSG advisor on an annual basis. 

Section 2: Student Senate

A.
The Student Senate shall meet at least seven times each semester during the fall 
and spring semesters. Emergency meetings can be called at the discretion of the 
Executive Board if a simple majority can attend.

B.
No formal action can be taken by the Student Senate without quorum, which shall 
consist of two-thirds (2/3) of the total Student Senate.
C.
Student Senate meetings shall follow Robert’s Rules of Order.

D.
A training, planning and organizational retreat shall take place with the CSG 


Executive Board, advisors on an annual basis.
Article VIII: ADVISOR
Section 1: The advisor of CSG will be nominated by the current CSG Executive Board. At least one Advisor shall be chosen and in place by May 1 of each year. 

Section 2: An advisor must be a current Chatham University faculty or staff member. First consideration shall be given to the Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students.

Section 3: Each committee within CSG may each choose its own advisor if necessary to fulfill a specific role.

Section 4: The advisors within CSG shall attend all pertinent meetings at the discretion of the committee.

ARTICLE IX:  IMPEACHMENT AND REMOVAL

Section 1: Executive Officers and Senators may be impeached with sufficient cause. 

Section 2: An impeachment motion must be sponsored by a voting member of the Senate. 

Section 3: In the event of impeachment, removal hearings shall take place in the next meeting of the Senate as the first order of business. A three-fourths (3/4) majority of Senators is necessary for impeachment and removal, and shall be taken by secret ballot. 

Section 4: Removal is effective immediately. 

Section 5: Impeachment and removal hearings shall be open to the public.

Section 6: The Student Senate shall have exclusive jurisdiction over impeachment and removal from office. 

ARTICLE X: INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL

Section 1: The undergraduate student body is reserved the power to propose any act, measure or motion; or propose and enact amendments to the CSG Constitution and methods of orders by initiative independent of the Student Senate, to adopt or reject any measure, act or motion passed by the Senate by Referendum, Petition or Recall of any member of the Executive Board or the Student Senate. 

Section 2: Signed petitions of qualified electors, which are currently enrolled undergraduate students, of the student body shall initiate initiative, referendum, or recall action. A petition for constitutional amendment must be signed by at least thirty percent of the total votes cast at the most recent CSG election. 

Section 3: Petition for recall shall be signed by at least fifty percent of the total votes cast at the most recent CSG election.

Section 4: All petitions shall be filed with Parliamentarian of the Student Senate, the Executive President of CSG and the Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students. The Executive President shall verify petitions within two weeks of filing. Petitions shall be voted on by the entire undergraduate student body within one month of filing. Two full school weeks notice shall be given and provided at a minimum on all official campus bulletin boards and in University press. The Election Committee with advisement of Office of Student Affairs shall be responsible for the notification of the electorate.
Article XI:  GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1: CSG shall comply with all University rules and regulations.

Section 2: No part of the Constitution shall be interpreted to mean adherence to it will relinquish one from any civil or criminal liability or disciplinary action by Chatham University. The provisions of this Constitution are intended to provide an orderly method of government representation of all undergraduate students at Chatham University. Failure to abide by any act or course of conduct is not to be interpreted as a license to act in a manner contrary to the laws of the United States of America, laws of the State of Pennsylvania, per the Student Honor Code of Chatham University. 

Section 3: The accounts shall be kept up to date and open for inspection. No allocations shall be allowed that would result in a deficit in any CSG account.

Section 4: Each official of the Student Senate, before entering the execution of her office, shall take the Student Senate Oath of Office. The Oath of Office shall read, “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the responsibilities of Student Senator, of the Chatham Student Government, and will, to the best of my ability uphold the Constitution of this organization.”
Section 5: Two elective offices shall not be held simultaneously by the same person, nor shall two persons simultaneously hold the same elective office.  

Section 6: The Student Senate and Executive Board may not make any endorsements in any elections.

Section 7: This Constitution supersedes all previous constitutions of the Student Senate and its ratification nullifies all pending amendments to the current Constitution. This constitution shall take immediate effect upon being ratified by a majority of ballots cast in an election by the members of the undergraduate student body.

Section 8: All officials elected under the requirements of the previous Constitution shall remain in their corresponding offices if they do exist and shall exercise their corresponding duties and responsibilities as set forth in this Constitution until their terms of office have expired. Any new or open offices shall be filled at the soonest possible time.

ARTICLE XII:  AMENDMENTS 
Section 1: Any amendment to this Constitution proposed within the Senate must be passed by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Student Senate. Such amendments shall be presented to the student body and may be amended by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the voting student body provided a minimum of two full school weeks notice is given to the electorate. 

Section 2: To be placed on the ballot, a proposed amendment must either:

A.
be approved by a vote of three-fourth (3/4) of quorum of the Student Senate or 

B.
a petition must be signed by thirty percent of the total number of votes cast at the 
most recent CSG election. 

C.
Amendments by petition must be voted on by the Student Body within one month 
of filing. 

Section 3: Implementation of this constitution is subject to ratification of a vote of two-thirds (2/3) quorum of the Student Senate voting at the time of presentation and the subsequent approval of Chatham University. Upon taking effect, this Constitution shall be considered binding and controlling of all CSG activities. 

Section 4: If there is inconsistency or contradiction in other CSG documents, this Constitution shall supersede all other CSG documents.
